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of a man-of-war was an event of great importance, for there were
yet pirates to be encountered in some of the out-of-the-way places
if favorable chance occurred to them.

This service being concluded, the Benicia proceeded to South
China and the Philippine Islands, touching en route at Ning Po,
Foochow Foo, Amoy, and Hong Kong, remaining several days
in each port to communicate with our consular representatives,
in order to inquire into conditions in the several jurisdictions.
In every port visited a marked change was reported in the atti-
tude towards foreigners that had followed the Tien-Sien massacre.
This change was believed to have been due entirely to the vigorous
action of the American squadron against Korea on account of
the destruction of the schooner General Sherman. However
deplorable the resort to war may be, there are times in the life
of nations when it clears the atmosphere and leads to better
understandings.

Manila, so familiar nowadays, was reached on January 10,
1872. It was the most favorable season of the year for cruising
among these interesting islands. The Spanish officers, wherever
met, were most courteous and attentive, but their control did not
extend beyond the zone under their guns. During the winter
months the climate of the islands is delightful, while this inland
cruising is a paradise for officers and men. At all the ports
visited the kindest hospitality and welcome from the Spanish
officials was experienced. Dinners and dances were given, and
the hospitality of Spanish houses, in its truest and fullest sense,
was extended to the officers of the ship by officials and residents.
The cordial relations existing in those days between the two
countries was emphasized in every attention that refined tastes
could suggest, and many warm friendships grew out of this visit
of the Benicia that are remembered pleasantly to this day.

On the Island of Mactan, not far from Cebu, stands a monu-
ment to Ferdinand Magellan, built upon the site where it is said
he lost his life in 1521. As a point of interest in the biography
of this famous and intrepid sailor, it was visited and found in
good order. A flood of recollections of his life came into the
minds of those who stood about the last resting-place of this
heroic sailor. His voyages and discoveries, his courageous lead
into the vast unknown regions of the world in small vessels, badlyhe pilot. Under this arrangement no point of inter-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